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sion to his authority. Bclin, the Governor of Paris,
not unmindful perhaps of courtesies at Arques, said
that if Henry went to Mass he and the other nobles
would at once acknowledge him as their King. It
was idle for the papal legate to declare that only the
Pope could absolve a relapsed and excommunicated
heretic ; and when Mayenne with an air of compunc-
tion said, that Christ did not accept lip service and
must be worshipped in heart, the audience laughed.

The King had invited various prelates and theo-
logians to meet on July 15th, for his instruction.
None could doubt that the League was at the last
gasp, when in spite of spiritual and temporal threats,
four of the parish clergy of Paris made their way to
St. Denis, and among them one of the most furious
of the preachers who, with such frantic and weari-
some pertinacity, had beaten to arms on their drum
ecclesiastic.

Henry, as it will be remembered, had promised at
his accession to "receive instruction" within six
months. Four years had now elapsed and he was
still listening with more or less profit to the sermons
of his Calvmist ministers. " The same/' wrote Du
Plessis-Mornay, " in religion, the same, alas, that I
should say it, in his pleasures. I rejoice when I see
that he is not ashamed of Christ's gospel, I grieve
when I see the shame his life does to the profession
of that gospel."

The Catholics had looked upon the promise to be
instructed, as equivalent to an engagement to con-
form to the Roman Catholic Church. The Protes-
tants had hoped that the King would preside over a